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December 16, 2002, applicants elect, with traverse, species 1, 
claims 24, 25, 29, and 30 said to correspond to Fig. 7. 

The election of species requirement is traversed because 
applicants submit with respect that Figs . 3 and 7 are not directed 
to patentably distinct species of the claimed invention in the 
sense that Fig. 3, as described in the specification, shows steps 
for forming protrusion and wiring patterns in accordance with a 
first exemplary embodiment while Fig. 7 shows construction of a 
multi-layered circuit board in accordance with a fourth exemplary 
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embodiment of the invention. Thus, Fig. 3 shows a process which is 
recited in dependent claims 26 and 31 while Fig. 7 shows a 
particular multi-layered circuit board in accordance with another 
aspect of the invention. It is respectfully submitted that there 
is no difficulty in examining the claims collectively, particularly 
because the essential subject matter of claims 26 and 31 was 
pending throughout the course of prosecution of this case. 

Reconsideration of the requirement and an examination on the 
merits of all of claims 24 to 26 and 29 to 31 is earnestly 
solicited. 



The Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned if 
anything further is required further to ongoing examination. 
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